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Environment: Dhaka
and flood flow zones
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N"x\ ANGLADESH is the most- Jllll)populated counlry in thc
'UIIHJworld, where gso people livc

-" 
in a squarc kilomeu!. Dhaka! ls the most densely populated

city of the counEy The populalion of
Dhaka is about I clore and 25 lacs
which is double the population of
Singapor€ of 50 lacs. In Bangladcsh
75"" Fople livc in villages whilc 25""
live in towns. Rural to Urban urigra.
tion is increasing rver) da]: Thlr mtc of
urbanisation in Bangladesh is rela-
tively more than that of our nei8h.
bouring country lndia. The density of
our city population does not decrcasc
due to rural-tGurban migration. The
main reasons for this ar.e the lack of
employment, bade and comderce and
the related facilities for the life and liv-
ing in villages. The pioblem of hous.
ing in Dhaka has always been incrcas-
ing. Tb solve this housing problem is
vital and ess€ntial for the city dwellers
ard for Dhaka ill particular.
Environment of a city means a variety
of things. The DiDbleDN iue likc air
pollution, standing water. iirigation,
envircnnent: r'elated ser-vicc and lack
of integrity unplanned management,
lack of pwe water, seweraEe prcblen
and absence of open space for recre
ation and freely drawing one's
br€aths. Most important tasks at the
moment ar.e to deate an envitonnrent
mnveDient to individuals and fami
lies. On the whole we need open space
for breathing. inhaling oxygen, exha-
lation of carbondioxide. natural flmd
Ilow zone lor ar:tificia.l water flow etc.

The eNironment of Dhaka is
beconling clnstliit€d and harmful in
diffennt ways. ODerr air and space is
rare in Dhaka for living, ard keeping
balance in envircn,nenl Many people
migrate ftom villages and srrall towns
to Dhaka, because they can manage
jobs and trade and commerce compar'
atively easily Corruptlon, deteriora-
tion of law and order situation, weak'
ness in judicial system. lack of politi-
cal loresight and neaative behavburs
ai€ some of the factors that pollule the
environment of Dhaka, Morcover,
unplanned development. traditional

and outdated thoughts. rules, imprac"
tical laws in dillerent wings of the gov'
etnment and service-oriented organ!
sations. lack of coordination hetween
diflerent omces and directorates al1.
also responsib)e for pollutjon of
Dhaka. Town Improvement Act (Tl
ACT: 1953) rvas frarned about fifty
yea$ ago. Before the language movc'
ment of 1952 the poprdation of Dhaka
was 3 l,acs and 36 thousand only \,\ hich
reached 1 clore and 2.5lacs in 2008. For
the last 58 ]enrs the population has
incrtased on avelirBe 62-41'1" or il,6z)
times. This increase in population of a
town is rare in history Again. the Tl
ACT-19i3 should have become. invalid

while fiaming TI Act-lgli,j. The result
is that the enviionnrent of Dhaka is
changing quickly and the problems
show an increasiDg trend.

Sonrctimes thcre are obsolete laws
irrcluding clauses, sub clauses which
can neither be applied uor changed
oasily l.br exdmple this unusual rise of
Fnpulation was not thought earlier.
Thenuthorities cor d not think wherc
commorcial areas, rcsidential areas.
quarters for government omcers and
military perso[nel could be set up. As
i Ir.sult the cnvironment r-ulcs have
become dimcult to apply During the
last caretaker government an order
had been pass€d to the effect that no

Iong ago. The conscious and Lduuited
p.'ople will assess why it stiil prevails.
Besides, specialist opinion is needed
for the developnlent of city. its r'csidcn
tial and institutional areas. streets.
airport, governrnent and privatc
offrces, ducational institutions, conr-
mercial, non-cornmercial ccntres rnd
recreational centres, The spccialist's
opinion may be obtained fi om doctors.
engineers, businessrnen, lawyers,
environment scientists social sci(rr
tists, economists, forest spccialists,
educationists etc. We are not sure
whether these thinss were considrrcd

eihlcalirr) l instituti(m shorrld b() set
up in residential arcas. TIle matter is
complex. These arc only a few out of
lhousands r,f prchlcms. 0n th,r othcr
hrnrl l{A,ltIK itself fills-in lakes in
(;ulshan llanani aml llaridh:rra lbr
which it is now facing thc couft. In
this way RA,IUK is makins a business
ol lilling'iD tho hkos and pondso[ low
lvirlg ?u eas. Again RA.rUl{ made flood
flow zono in 2001). It means nobody
c()uld undortako any :rctivity that
obstructs Iiver llow lt is Drcntionable
that flood flow is not unique and differ'
ent issue ir Bangladesh- The o gins of

lhc rivers are the same and the rivers
{low through China, lndia, Nepal.
Bhutan and Bangladesh or ln other
wofds the whole South Asia. We arc
doubtful whether Bangladesh alone
can form such flood flow environment
la!,i: lt is because our ri\rers and their
branches are connected with those ol
Chma, India and other lei8hbouring
countries. On the one hand theE are
ecological changes, desertlflcatlon,
salt, fuel and elecEicity crisis when
the neighbou.ring counEies ale build-
ing barrages to reserve water for dry
season exTosing Bangladesh and other
lolr'er cnDntries to flffd Amidst such
rcgional and global problems how'
could Bangladesh alone form flood
flow law and ho\ will we protect it?

An important factor is tlat apait
from small areas like Sylhet,
Chittagong. hilly aieas of
Mynrenshing. Nehokona, Modhupur
of Tangail. Mohasthangar of Bogra
and Paharpur of Jo,?urhat. most of
the country including Motijheel of
Dhrkadopends on Chjnaand India for
the river network of Ban8ladesh, the
Iogional ,lood flow ft)nc. Onc of thc
crjtical reasons for our forming flodl
llow Tonc is its complcxity and execu.
tloi problem. Above all lies life,livins
and livelihood of the people. We can.
not destmy most of the coll.{tive well'
being of the people for the cause .Jf
protecting environment. We have to
keep in mind that laws are for
nrankind. man is not for laws. Wo
shonld cancel TI Act.1953 immediatelt
alrd rcfoml RAJUK created nood flo$
law so that we could save the vast conr-
munittof Bangladesh. We need to pr.o-

tcct physic:rl and nrcntal hculth. pto
tect environment, life ard living in
good health and so save 15 cmre people
of lhngladesh. We nerd to rcthink
about flmd ,low zonc so that we can
save the environment. especially a
densely populated city like Dhaka and
at the same time think of creating
lawswhich could supplenlcnl tho pHrc.
tic: matters iclated to hutnan liJe in
Dhaka and its surroundings.
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